Antibiotic resistant bacteria represent a major threat to public health and solutions to this problem require actions at
several levels of society. This is particularly true for phage therapy, which was initially proposed in the early twentieth
century. Following a period of worldwide expansion this treatment option became almost obsolete in western
countries before finally being stopped. In France and Germany, phage treatments were still applied during the 70’s
while in some eastern countries, especially in Georgia, Russia and Poland it was continuously and successfully used
up to present. The biology of bacteriophages (phages), the natural enemies of bacteria, is now much better known
and scientifically described than in the past. However, some questions about the safety of phage preparations in the
context of their production process and their reproducible efficacies require more intensive research and pre-clinical
and clinical studies. Also the diffusion of appropriate documentation about phage therapy towards the public, the
medical community as well as other various stakeholders is lacking. Our initiative is to develop an integrated
approach to overcome the hurdles that slow down the reintroduction of phage therapy as a regular treatment option
and therapy concept for antibiotic resistant infections, focusing primarily on phage-adapted regulation, production and
research-based awareness. To realize this, we aim at building on knowledge-based trust and several highly relevant
recent publications that have been focusing on phage-adapted production and regulative requirements so that the
tangible benefit becomes readily available for the patients who need it.
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